A preliminary report on the species of the Laurel family in Bangladesh is presented in this paper. In Bangladesh, the family is represented by 13 genera and 46 species. Updated nomenclature with synonyms, local and English names, flowering and fruiting time, diagnostic characteristics, geographical distribution and occurrence within Bangladesh have been provided under each taxon.
Introduction
The family Lauraceae is represented by 32 genera and 2,500 species distributed mostly in the tropical and subtropical regions of the world (Heywood 1993) . A comprehensive and systematic analysis on the availability and distribution of Lauraceae in Bangladesh has not been prepared yet. Hooker (1886 Hooker ( , 1890 reported 15 genera and 204 species for British India, out of which 11 genera and 39 species were recorded from the present Bangladesh territory. recorded 23 species and 9 genera from the area of present Bangladesh, whereas Heinig (1925) listed 20 species distributed under 9 genera from the Chittagong and Chittagong Hill Tract region. enumerated 5 species and 3 genera from the area of Cox's Bazar. Alam (1988) recorded 30 species and 9 genera from the forests of Sylhet region.
The present taxonomic enumeration of the family is based mostly on the herbarium materials preserved in the Bangladesh National Herbarium (DACB) and Dhaka University Herbarium (DUH), and available literature by different workers, who worked on the flora of this region, viz. Cowan and Cowan (1929) , Raizada (1941) , Huq and Khan (1984) , Khan et al. (1994) , Mia and Khan (1995) , Rahman and Hassan (1995) , Rahman and Uddin (1997) , Uddin et al. (1998) , Uddin and Rahman (1999) , Rashid et al. (2000) , Khan and Huq (2001) and Rahman (2004a, b) .
This checklist contains the names of 46 species and 13 genera of Lauraceae so far reported from the territory of Bangladesh. The following literature have been consulted for the up-to-date nomenclature, viz. Kostermans (1978) , Farr et al. (1979) and Hara et al. (1982) . The genera and species have been arranged in alphabetical order and each species is accompanied by its local names, salient features, flowering (Fl.) A small to medium-sized tree, up to 10 m high with a compact, oval crown branches from the base. Leaves 10-25 × 4-10 cm, alternate, oblong, elliptic-lanceolate or elliptic oblong. Inflorescence peduncled panicles or racemes, 3-6 cm long, few-flowered, axillary or from axils of the fallen leaves or lateral from the axils of the caducous scales. Fruit baccate, obovoid-oblong, 2-3 cm long, dark purple when ripe. Fl. & Fr.: March-August.
Occurrence in Bangladesh: Sylhet forest areas (Alam 1988) and Dhaka Kanjilal et al., Fl. Assam 4: 54 (1940 -reprint 1982 . Laurus firma Wall., Cat. no. 2597 (1830). An evergreen tree, branches terete. Leaves alternate, 12-20 × 4-5 cm, elliptic-oblong, acuminate, glabrous. Inflorescence in short, axillary panicles, 2.5-5.0 cm long, branches spreading, puberulous. Fruit c 3 cm long, elliptic-ovoid, quite smooth, tip rounded. Fl. & Fr.: October-December.
Occurrence in Bangladesh: Forests of Sylhet District (Hooker 1886 , Alam 1988 . Distribution: India (Cachar).
Lindera Thumb., Nova Gen. Pl.: 64 (1783).
20. Lindera latifolia Hook. f., Fl. Brit. Ind. 5: 183 (1886) . Brandis, Ind. Trees: 541 (1906); Heinig, List Chittagong: 57 (1925) ; Kanjilal et al., Fl. Assam 4: 95 (1940 -reprint 1982 . Local names: Shikoria, Shukaria, Shiori (Chittagong, Chittagong Hill Tracts). An small to medium-sized evergreen tree, up to 20 m high. Leaves 10-20 × 5-10 cm, obovate, oblong or broadly oblanceolate and pinnately nerved. Inflorescence umbels, 10-12-flowered, very short peduncled. Fruit small, globose, 0.6-0.7 cm across. Fl. & Fr.: February-October.
Occurrence in Bangladesh: Chittagong (Sitakund) and Chittagong Hill Tracts (Heinig 1925 Kanjilal et al., Fl. Assam 4: 87 (1940 -reprint 1982 . Kanjilal et al., Fl. Assam 4: 89 (1940 -reprint 1982 . A large tree, branches stout. Leaves alternate, 12-25 × 5-8 cm, linear oblong or elliptic-lanceolate. Inflorescence axillary, umbels in short sub-racemous corymbs and in the leafless axils. Fruit globose, 1.5-2.0 cm across. Fl. & Fr.: September-August.
Occurrence in Bangladesh: Sylhet (Hooker 1886 , Alam 1988 . Distribution: India.
